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** of all British Socialists none, in my judgment,
has grasped the essence of modern Socialism -
aye, of Marxism - better than Hardie. . . .
What is the essence of modern Socialism as
Marx taught it? The political independence
of Labour. And what is the foremost duty of
a Socialist in the class struggle? To divorce
Labour from the parties of the possessing class.
All that Keir Hardie has done, more by virtue
of a practically unerring proletarian instinct
than by theorising and speculating."
Hardie was so little of a theorist or speculator
that he was repelled by the work of Marx and
Engels : " it does not touch one human sentiment
or feeling .. . it entirely leaves the human element
out of account." He arrived at Socialism by the
emotional, not by the intellectual, road. But he
very quickly reached its scientific basis. A year
before he entered Parliament he wrote this
passage into the Rules of the Ayrshire Miners3
Union :
" All wealth is created by Labour. Capital
is part of this wealth which, instead of being
consumed when created, is stored up and used
for assisting labour to produce more wealth.
If all land and capital were owned by those who
produce wealth, the wages of labour would
be the whole of the wealth produced by labour ;
but as land and capital are owned by men who
are not labourers and, as labour cannot be
performed without these, it follows that those